Peripheral blood CD38 expression predicts time to progression in B-cell chronic lymphocytic leukemia after first-line therapy with high-dose chlorambucil.
CD38 expression by B-cell chronic lymphocytic leukemia (B-CLL) cells has been the focus of several recent studies. The aim of this study was to evaluate the prognostic impact of CD38 expression by peripheral blood lymphocytes on progression-free survival after first-line therapy with high-dose chlorambucil in 53 previously untreated patients affected by typical CD5+ CD23+ B-CLL.